


















































 that	Joseph	Niépce	(professionally	known	as	Nicéphore	Niépce)	created	the	earliest	known	stable	photograph.		Around	1826,	Niépce	coated	a	paper	with	a	light-sensitive	mordant	to	capture	the	view	from	a	window	at	his	estate,	Le	Gras,	in	the	Burgundy	region	of	France.		(see	Fig	A.) 						What	Niépce	perhaps	didn’t	realize	then	was	the	immense	social	impact	that	his	discovery	would	have	on	image-makers	from	that	moment	on.			This	invention	resulted	in	a	shift	from	recording	our	surroundings	by	a	hand-made	image	to	one	created	through	the	science	of	reflected	light	itself.				 During	the	early	days	of	photography,	only	a	narrow	segment	of	society	was	privileged	enough	to	take	photographs	as	the	first	widely	used	processes,	such	as	Daguerreotypes	and	Tintypes	allowed	the	photographer	to	create	only	one	portable	image	for	every	moment	that	light	passed	through	the	camera’s	lens.	The	chemist,	William	Henry	Fox	Talbot	is	credited	for	creating	the	first	photographic	negative	and	thus,	the	ability	to	make	multiple	prints	from	the	same	exposure.		Rather	than	exposing	light	from	the	chosen	subject	to	the	final	print,	an	intermediary	step	was	developed	(a	stable	negative)	which	allowed	the	possibility	of	making	identical	multiples	from	a	single	exposure.		With	the	invention	of	the	photographic	negative,	
Fig.	A	-	Joseph	Niépce	View	from	window	Circa	1826		
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